
I chose chemistry as a career because.. .the registered mail with my application to
study biology never arrived at central admissions.

The three things I would take to a desert island would be...a beach towel, a surf board, and my iPhone
(even if there is no connection).

If I wasn�t a scientist, I would be...a master craftsman. I like to fix and repair things.

My most exciting discovery to date has been...the development of new enzyme assays, in which simple
synthetic macrocycles can substitute specific antibodies.

My biggest motivation are.. .my co-workers, who surprise me so often with interesting results.

The secret of being a successful scientist is. . .to always have an eye on the details.

I would have liked to have discovered...the Tomb of Tutankhamun, America, and penicillin.

My favorite food is.. .a good steak with red wine, and no hurry.

My worst habit is. ..that I walk into the lab too often to ask each co-worker “what�s new”, even if I
asked the same question 2 hours ago—I�m just too curious.
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Peptides”: F. Huang, W. M. Nau, Angew. Chem. 2003, 115,
2371–2374; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2003, 42, 2269–2272.

3. “Ultrastable Rhodamine with Cucurbituril”: J. Mohanty, W. M.
Nau, Angew. Chem. 2005, 117, 3816–3820; Angew. Chem. Int.
Ed. 2005, 44, 3750–3754.

4. “Label-Free Continuous Enzyme Assays with Macrocycle-
Fluorescent Dye Complexes”: A. Hennig, H. Bakirci, W. M.
Nau, Nature Methods 2007, 4, 629–632.

5. “Supramolecular Tandem Enzyme Assays for Use in Multi-
parameter Sensor Arrays and for Enantiomeric Excess Deter-
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Uzunova, W. M. Nau, Chem. Eur. J. 2008, 14, 6069–6077.
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